Archival Representation

Archival representation refers to both the processes of arrangement and description and is a fluid, evolving, and socially constructed practice.  This research is an analysis of the organizational and descriptive schemas, tools, and systems as a means of uncovering archival representational practices.  I argue that the term ‘archival representation’ more precisely captures the actual work of archivists in (re)ordering, interpreting, creating surrogates, and designing architectures for representational systems containing those surrogates than previous terminology and conceptions of this work (i.e., processing, arrangement and description, archival cataloging).
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KALIPER

American archival education at the graduate level developed gradually throughout the twentieth century.  In the past decade, however, its development has accelerated and firmer foundations were built in graduate library and information science (LIS) programs throughout North America.  Our findings indicate strength and individualization in graduate level archival education programs, a dramatic increase in full-time, tenure-track faculty, a growing number of course offerings often eclipsing the LIS offerings in an archival student's course of study, and the nascent development of degrees acknowledging the archives and records field.  Despite the substantial growth of archival education within the LIS schools, there is confusion or lack of understanding about the archival field by these schools as well as a lack of commitment by archival professional associations to advocating specific changes in archival education.

Investigators: Elizabeth Yakel, Richard Cox (University of Pittsburgh), Jeannette Bastian (Simmons College), David Wallace (University of Michigan), Jennifer Marshall (University of South Carolina)

Articles: R. J. Cox, E. Yakel, D. Wallace, J. Bastian, and J. Marshall, “Educating Archivists in Library and Information Science Schools,” Journal of Education for Library and Information Science 42/3 (2001): 61-73.

R. J. Cox, E. Yakel, D. Wallace, J. Bastian, and J. Marshall, “Archival Education at the Millennium: The Status of Archival Education in North American Library and Information Science Schools,” Library Quarterly 71/2 (April 2001).

Family History Study

This current research project examines how genealogists inherit, locate, and manage family information. The project employs a semi-structured interview methodology. 

The research questions are:

1. What are the information seeking practices of genealogists? This question will explore the use of web-based, archival, and governmental information sources for researching family history as well as the role of family and social networks in information collection and exchange. 

2. How do genealogists / family historians manage family information? This question also seeks to better understand recordkeeping practices, social networks, and the use of technology in the collation, organization, keeping and sharing of family history. This is an exploratory study that seeks to understand an understudied population and a popular activity in which many people engage at some point of their lives. There will also a comprehensive literature review and an analysis of various genres of family history software.
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