Research

Hi, I will explain this on Monday but I do want to redo this section and create more layers.  The first layer will just have 3 headings:

Access to Primary Sources

Knowledge Representation

Archival Education

Then the pages for each of these will have fuller project info and there will be links to most of the projects in more detail.  I have project descriptions here and on the other attachment.

Access to Primary Sources

A. Usability Studies of Interfaces for Primary Sources

1. Access and Accessibility of Interfaces to Primary Sources (Funded by NHPRC) 

2. Finding Aids as Boundary Objects (Funded by the University of Pittsburgh Central Development Research Fund)

The research centered around a usability study of the interface for the University of Pittsburgh Historic Pittsburgh Project EAD encoded finding aids.  Findings indicated that subjects had trouble understanding archival terminology, how best to search for information in finding aids, and were not familiar with the structure or contents of finding aids.  In addition to building interfaces that minimize archival jargon and that rely heavily on users’ prior understanding of hierarchical finding aids, this study indicates that users require new forms of virtual reference assistance in the online environment.  

Article: E. Yakel, Encoded Archival Description: Are Finding Aids Boundary Spanners or Barriers for Users?

Investigators: E. Yakel

3. Web Site Analysis

This research was a content analysis of twelve historical societies / state archives in the Midwest.  Since the last series of archival web site reviews in the mid-1990’s archives are using the web to deliver increasingly more content.  This content includes actual digitized primary sources and databases of public records, information about collections, research aids, and exhibits on a variety of topics.  These sites also are specifically targeting core constituencies, such as educators, genealogists, and students.  State archives / historical societies, however, have paid less attention to design principles – the heuristics and features that provide users with cognitive or visual cues to help them effectively utilize a Web site.  In particular, we found little adherence to basic guidelines for web page navigation and a confusing array of search possibilities on most web sites.  These two factors directly affect the ability to locate content.  As a result, a site may have excellent content but poor usability.  Finally, our analysis indicated that these sites have varying levels of visibility, although their impact in the area if genealogy and family history is the greatest.   

Investigators: Elizabeth Yakel and SI Doctoral Student Jihyun Kim

B. Improving Researchers’ Access to Primary Sources on the Internet

1. Archival Intelligence

2. Family Historians and Genealogists

3. Administrative Use and Users

Understanding administrative use and users was the first research directed toward an understudied archival user population.  The research examined the information seeking patterns and needs of administrative users and found that they relied heavily on archivists to locate, select, and interpret primary sources for them.  As a result, administrative users judged the authenticity of information by thir level of trust in the archivist. 

Articles: W. R. Brown, jr. and E. Yakel, "Redefining the Role of College and University Archives in the Information Age," American Archivist, 59/3 (Summer) 1996.

E. Yakel, and L. Bost, "Administrative Use and Users in College and University Archives," American Archivist 57/4 (Fall) 1994.

Investigators: Elizabeth Yakel, William R. Brown, and Laura Bost Hensey

C. Archival eXcellence in Information Seeking Studies Network (AX-SNet)
D. Diffusion of Innovation?: Encoded Archival Description (EAD)

E. Archivists’ Workbench

Knowledge Representation


Archival Representation


Vatican Archive Project

HANDS http://www.umich.edu/~handsmi/index.htm

Hands-on Automated Nursing Data System (HANDS) Project. The project involves multiple disciplines and is directed at refining an automated methodology for collecting a valid and reliable nursing data set across the continuum of care. The HANDS team has created an automated tool that is a prototype system for capturing and retrieving a standardized nursing data set. The term sets used in the tool to capture the nursing data elements of diagnosis, interventions, and outcomes are respectively NANDA, NOC, and NIC. Multiple research methods are being used to refine the methodology for capturing a reliable and meaningful clinical nursing data set across settings under actual use conditions. The research will involve testing in numerous clinical settings to ensure method is universal for all types of care. 


Medical Collaboratory Project http://www.crew.umich.edu/Research/resrch06.htm
Archival Education

